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The blue whale
Teachers notes

Lesson focus

Punctuation

• Capital letters for sentence beginnings
• Full stops
• Exclamation marks
• Grammatical commas – recognition

Grammar

• Comparative/Superlative
• Collective nouns

Spelling

• Confused words: wail/whale, one/won, 
way/weigh, for/four, surface/service, 
breath/breathe

• Changing ‘y’ to ‘i’ to add suffi xes ‘er’ and 
‘est’

Teacher information

 This descriptive report presents clear facts about the blue whale.

Answers

1. (a) Missing punctuation is in bold 
type, commas are circled.

 (b) 2 commas

2. (a) Spelling errors are in italic type.
  whale, One, weigh, four, surface, 

breathe, breath

 (b) (i) funny, funnier, funniest

  (ii) sunny, sunnier, sunniest

3. (a) big, bigger, biggest

  loud, louder, loudest

  strange, stranger, strangest

 (b) a pod of whales

  a herd of cattle

  a fl ock of sheep

  a pride of lions

The largest animals ever to have been 
on the earth are still living today.

The blue whale is much bigger 
than the largest dinosaurs. One 
blue whale measured nearly 34 metres 
and weighed more than 220 tonnes!

Everything about the blue whale is big. 
Even its tongue may weigh up to 
four tonnes! They also call to each other 
in big voices which can be heard over 
800 kilometres away. They are easily the 
loudest living creatures.

Because they are mammals, blue 
whales breathe air. This means they 
must come to the surface 
of the ocean to breathe. The 
‘waterspout’ a whale blows out is not 
really water at all —it is hot breath 
and water vapour.

Mothers feed their young on milk. By 
the time they are a year old, the young 
calf may weigh more than 20 tonnes! 
They can live for up to 45 years.
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The blue whale
Editing skills

1  Punctuation

(a) The report needs 13 capital letters, 10 
full stops and 3 exclamation marks. 
Circle the commas.

(b) How many commas are there? 

2  Spelling

(a) Circle the correct word in each bracket.

When changing words ending in ‘y’, 
change the ‘y’ to ‘i’ and add the new 

ending; e.g. grumpy, grumpier, grumpiest.

(b) Make the -er and -est endings for the 
following adjectives.

 (i) funny  

 (ii) sunny  

3  Grammar

When adjectives are used to compare 
different things, endings often change; 

e.g. large, larger, largest.

(a) Fill in the gaps in the table.

describes 
itself

compares 
with one 

other

compares 
with many 

others

big bigger

loud loudest

strange

Collective nouns are the names given to 
particular groups.

(b) Match each collective noun with the 
right animals.

 a pod of • • whales

 a herd of • • sheep

 a fl ock of • • lions

 a pride of • • cattle

the largest animals ever to have been 

on the earth are still living today

the blue (wail/whale) is much bigger 

than the largest dinosaurs (one/won) 

blue whale measured nearly 34 metres 

and weighed more than 220 tonnes

everything about the blue whale is big 

even its tongue may (way/weigh) up to 

(four/for) tonnes they also call to each 

other in big voices which can be heard 

over 800 kilometres away they are 

easily the loudest living creatures

because they are mammals, blue 

whales breathe air this means they 

must come to the (surface/service) 

of the ocean to (breath/breathe) the 

‘waterspout’ a whale blows out is not 

really water at all—it is hot (breathe/

breath) and water vapour

mothers feed their young on milk by 

the time they are a year old, the young 

calf may weigh more than 20 tonnes 

they can live for up to 45 years

Read the report.




